You have now between your finger and the bone the passageinto the bladder, and if you run along your finger the catheter, it will in most cases almost of necessity strike the opening of the urethra and be easily introduced.
At times it is necessary to wash out the bladder, and this iseasily done by applying a glass funnel to the end of a piece of' rubber, which is attached at its other extremity to the catheter.
Having filled this with the injection, you will pass, the catheter into the bladder and gently raise the funnel for a few inches, by which means the fluid will pass into the bladder. Sometimes you will have provided for you a doubleway catheter, so that as you pour the fluid one way it passesinto the bladder, and runs out through the other opening inta the vessel prepared for it. Where you have not one of these useful instruments, you will, after pouring from one-half t& one pint of the injection into the bladder, capsize the funnel below the level of the patient and let the injection run back through it into the vessel.
Boric acid, from two to four drachms in a pint, is a common injection for this purpose, and the water to be used will beof a temperature of 100 deg. F. Of course, the surgeon in. attendance will instruct you as to the quantity, the strength of the injection, and the frequency with which you are to.
use it.
Where a gum-elastic catheter is used, it must also be most carefully washed after use, and kept soaking in carbolic lotion until required again ; in my own practice I do not permit such an instrument to be used more than six times without changing it for a new one.
You will observe the character of the urine that is drawn, off, and, in washing out the bladder, the nature of any deposit that comes Avith it; and in case of any peculiarity about the urine you will save it in a clean, covered glassvessel for inspection by the surgeon, whether you have instructions to that effect or not.
Occasionally we have to obtain urine by the catheter, not because the patient is unable to pass it, but to avoid its mixture with discharge from other sources, which would obscure the examination of the urine, and it is very necessary to keep the specimens in clean vessels and secure their examination at the earliest possible moment. ' an.
